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DATE OF PUBLICATION
This Gambian Standard was Gazetted under the authority of the Bureau in March 2013.

THE GAMBIA STANDARDS BUREAU
The Gambia Standards Bureau is a statutory Government specialized Agency established by The
Gambia Standards Bureau Act 2010 to standardize products, methods, systems and for connected
matters. Hence, the Bureau is the sole National Standardization Body. As such, it has been a member of
International Standardization Bodies such as the International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
since 2011, International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Standards and Metrology Institute
for Islamic Countries (SMIIC) from 2012.

The objectives of the Bureau, as specified in its Act, are to: establish and promulgate standards for
imported and locally-produced goods; facilitate domestic and international trade; foster and promote
standards both for industrial efficiency and advancing economic development; promote the health and
safety of consumers; enhance international cooperation in relation to standards and standardization.
Thus, the National Quality Policy details the responsibilities of the Bureau in Standardization, Metrology
and Conformity Assessment services in Testing, Inspection and Certification.

Therefore, the functions, of the Bureau are to define, prepare, publish, modify or amend Standards
Specifications as well information-dissemination of standards. In addition to providing Testing, Inspection
and Certification services for goods, systems and processes independently or in relation to conformity
with its Standards Mark, the Bureau also conducts training and research. In Metrology, the Bureau serves
as the custodian of primary national reference measurement standards through its National Metrology
Laboratories and conducts calibration of measurement devices and physical standards.

The development of Gambian Standards (GAMS) is carried out by the Bureau through Technical
Committees composed of a balanced representation of stakeholders, as may be appropriate to the
subject in question. The Bureau ensures that Standards are developed in accordance with the
ISO_IEC_Guide_21-1_2005: Regional or National adoption of International Standards and other
International deliverables and the World Trade Organization Code of good practice for the preparation,
adoption and application of standards. To the greatest extent possible, Gambian Standards are aligned to
or are adoptions of relevant international standards.

For further information on and copies of Gambian Standards, please contact The Gambia Standards
Bureau.

GAMBIAN STANDARDS

GAMS CODEX STAN 1-1985

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
The Technical Committee on National Food Standards which supervised the development of this
Gambian Standard consists of representatives from the following organizations:

National Codex, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Committee (NCSPSC)
Food Safety and Quality Authority of The Gambia (FSQA)
National Nutrition Agency (NaNA)
Food Technology Unit of Department of Agriculture (FTU-DOA)
Animal Health and Production Services (AHPS)
Plant Protection Services (PPS)
National Agricultural Research Institute (NARI)
National Association of Food Processors (NAFP)
National Poultry Farmers Association of The Gambia (NPFA)
National Women Farmers Association (NAWFA)
Consumer Protection Association of The Gambia (CPAG)
Jawneh and Family Cashew Farm (JFCF)
Agribusiness Services and Production Association (ASPA)
Gambia Livestock Marketing Agency (GLMA)
Fisheries Department
Association of Fishing Companies

The Working Group on Animal Base Food Products which developed this Gambian Standard consists of
representatives from the following Organizations:
Gambia Livestock Marketing Agency (GLMA)
National Poultry Farmers Association of The Gambia (NPFA)
Food Safety and Quality Authority of The Gambia (FSQA)
Animal Health and Production Services (AHPS)
National Codex, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Committee (NCSPSC)
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FOREWARD
The Gambia Standards Bureau (TGSB), in conformity with international best practice, collaborated with
the National CODEX, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Committee (NCSPSC) as its Technical Committee (TC)
on Food Standards. The Secretariat for this TC is the Bureau. This TC adopted the CODEX Standard for
Labelling of Prepackaged Foods. The Procedure for adoption was the ISO/IEC Guide 21-1 - Regional or
national adoption of International Standards and other International Deliverables - Part 1: Adoption of
International Standards. The method of adoption was Direct Adoption.
This Gambian Standard applies to the labelling of all prepackaged foods to be offered as such to the
consumer or for catering purposes and to certain aspects relating to the presentation thereof.
The Standard addresses the following:

-

Scope and definition of terms;
General principles;
Mandatory labelling and requirements;
Exemptions;
Optional labelling;
Presentation of mandatory information;

This Standard can be obtained from The Gambia Standards Bureau.

SCOPE
This standard applies to the labelling of all prepackaged foods to be offered as such to the consumer
or for catering purposes and to certain aspects relating to the presentation thereof.

DEFINITION OF TERMS
For the purpose of this standard:
“Claim” means any representation which states, suggests or implies that a
food has particular qualities relating to its origin, nutritional properties,
nature, processing, composition or any other quality.
“Consumer” means persons and families purchasing and receiving food in
order to meet their personal needs.
“Container” means any packaging of food for delivery as a single item,
whether by completely or partially enclosing the food and includes
wrappers. A container may enclose several units or types of packages when
such is offered to the consumer.
For use in Date Marking of prepackaged food:
“Date of Manufacture” means the date on which the food becomes the
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product as described.
“Date of Packaging” means the date on which the food is placed in the
immediate container in which it will be ultimately sold.
“Sell-by-Date” means the last date of offer for sale to the consumer after
which there remains a reasonable storage period in the home.
“Date of Minimum Durability” (“best before”) means the date which signifies
the end of the period under any stated storage conditions during which the
product will remain fully marketable and will retain any specific qualities for
which tacit or express claims have been made. However, beyond the date
the food may still be perfectly satisfactory.
“Use-by Date” (Recommended Last Consumption Date, Expiration Date)
means the date which signifies the end of the estimated period under any
stated storage conditions, after which the product probably will not have the
quality attributes normally expected by the consumers. After this date, the food
should not be regarded as marketable.
“Food” means any substance, whether processed, semi-processed or raw,
which is intended for human consumption, and includes drinks, chewing gum
and any substance which has been used in the manufacture, preparation or
treatment of “food” but does not include cosmetics or tobacco or substances
used only as drugs.
“Food Additive” means any substance not normally consumed as a food by
itself and not normally used as a typical ingredient of the food, whether or
not it has nutritive value, the intentional addition of which to food for a
technological (including organoleptic) purpose in the manufacture,
processing, preparation, treatment, packing, packaging, transport or holding
of such food results, or may be reasonably expected to result, (directly or
indirectly) in it or its by-products becoming a component of or otherwise
affecting the characteristics of such foods. The term does not include
“contaminants” or substances added to food for maintaining or improving
nutritional qualities.
“Ingredient” means any substance, including a food additive, used in the
manufacture or preparation of a food and present in the final product although
possibly in a modified form.
“Label” means any tag, brand, mark, pictorial or other descriptive matter,
written, printed, stencilled, marked, embossed or impressed on, or attached
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to, a container of food.
“Labelling” includes any written, printed or graphic matter that is present on
the label, accompanies the food, or is displayed near the food, including that
for the purpose of promoting its sale or disposal. “Lot” means a definitive
quantity of a commodity produced essentially under the same conditions.
“Prepackaged” means packaged or made up in advance in a container,
ready for offer to the consumer, or for catering purposes.
“Processing Aid” means a substance or material, not including apparatus or
utensils, and not consumed as a food ingredient by itself, intentionally used in
the processing of raw materials, foods or its ingredients, to fulfil a certain
technological purpose during treatment or processing and which may result in
the non- intentional but unavoidable presence of residues or derivatives in the
final product.
“Foods for Catering Purposes” means those foods for use in restaurants,
canteens, schools, hospitals and similar institutions where food is offered for
immediate consumption.

Only the informative sections of standards are publicly available. To
have access to the full standard, you will need to purchase the
standard from The Gambia Standards Bureau. You can contact the
Bureau on TEL: 4464210, Email: info@tgsb.gm

